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be admitted to any place where work is 
done on bulkhead panels or component 
materials. 

(2) At a frequency of not less than 
once every 5 years following issuance 
of approval, samples of an approved 
bulkhead panel selected from produc-
tion stock shall be forwarded by the in-
spector to the Commandant for testing 
in accordance with the requirements of 
this subpart. Where the plant is outside 
the jurisdiction of a Coast Guard Dis-
trict Commander, the frequency of 
such selection and testing shall be 
every 2 years. The cost of such testing 
shall be borne by the manufacturer. 
The nature of the product or its pro-
duction may dictate a differing retest 
frequency. 

(3) The Coast Guard reserves the 
right to make spot-check tests of ap-
proved bulkhead panels at any time on 
samples selected by a marine inspector 
obtained during installation on a ves-
sel. The manufacturer will incur no ex-
pense for such tests, but the results 
shall be binding upon the approval of 
his product. 

(b) A small scale furnace test (2′×2′ 
furnace test) shall be conducted. The 
time of failure shall not vary from the 
original (2′×2′ furnace) test values by 
more than 10 percent. In addition, tests 
shall be conducted to determine incom-
bustibility (§ 164.009), density and 
thickness. Values on retesting for den-
sity and thickness shall not vary from 
the original test values by more than 
10 percent. 

§ 164.008–7 Procedure for approval. 

The following items shall be accom-
plished in sequential order. 

(a) Test request information. If a manu-
facturer desires to have a bulkhead 
panel approved, a written request shall 
be submitted to the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, together with the fol-
lowing: 

(1) If the material has already been 
approved as an ‘‘Incombustible Mate-
rial’’ under subpart 164.009 of this part, 
the approval number of the material 
shall be indicated. If not, the procedure 
set forth in subpart 164.009 of this part 
shall be followed; and such approval 
shall be obtained prior to submittal 
under this specification. 

(2) The description and trade name of 
the bulkhead panel. 

(3) A statement of the composition of 
the material and the percentage of 
each component. 

(4) A sample of the material at least 
1 foot square in each thickness and 
density of the material as manufac-
tured. 

(5) The range of thicknesses and/or 
densities in which it is proposed to 
manufacture or use the material, to-
gether with any information or rec-
ommendations the manufacturer may 
have as maximum or minimum thick-
ness or density. 

(6) The location of the place or places 
where the material will be manufac-
tured. 

(7) A sketch showing typical installa-
tion methods and indicating 
limtations, if any. 

(8) A general statement describing 
manufacturing procedures indicating 
the degree of quality control exercised 
and the degree of inspection performed 
by outside organizations. 

(9) A statement indicating proposed 
methods for field identification of the 
products as being approved. Identifica-
tion shall include the Coast Guard ap-
proval number. 

(b) Test suitability. The above infor-
mation will be examined by the Coast 
Guard and if it is indicated that the 
material is in all other respects suit-
able for testing, the manufacturer will 
be so advised. Coast Guard comments 
on the manufacturer’s recommended 
thickness and density of the panel for 
the fire resistance and integrity test 
will be given at this time together with 
the estimated cost of the tests. 

(c) Samples to be submitted. If the ma-
terial is indicated as being suitable for 
testing, the manufacturer shall submit 
the samples required by paragraph 
(c)(1) of this section to the Fire Re-
search Section of the National Bureau 
of Standards, Washington, DC 20234, 
and shall advise the Coast Guard of the 
shipment. 

(1) One representative panel of the 
material having a surface approxi-
mately 4.65 square meters (50 square 
feet) and a height of 2.44 meters (8 feet) 
containing at least one vertical joint, 
located at approximately one-third 
panel width from one edge (20–24 
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inches), and one representative panel of 
the material having 60 cm. × 60 cm. 
(2′×2′) dimensions. If the manufacturer 
desires to submit the panel in thick-
ness or size other than that rec-
ommended, prior approval shall be ob-
tained from the Commandant. The 
manufacturer shall supply any labor 
required for fabrication of the panel 
and for attaching the panel to the 
frame for testing. 

(d) Pretest information. At this time 
the manufacturer shall submit to the 
Coast Guard the following: 

(1) A statement that the material as 
offered for testing and as described pur-
suant to § 164.008–6(a)(3) is completely 
representative of the product which 
will be manufactured and sold under 
U.S. Coast Guard approval if such ap-
proval is granted and that the ship-
builder will be advised of the proper in-
stallation methods and the limitations 
of the conditions of approval. 

(2) A commitment from the manufac-
turer that he will reimburse the Na-
tional Bureau of Standards for the cost 
of the tests or review when billed by 
them. 

(3) If the manufacturer desires to wit-
ness the test, he should so indicate at 
this time. 

(e) Test authorization. The National 
Bureau of Standards will then be au-
thorized to conduct the test noted in 
§ 164.008–4(a) and, upon completion of 
all testing, the manufacturer will be 
billed directly by the National Bureau 
of Standards, four copies of the report 
containing the information required by 
§ 164.008–5 shall be submitted to the 
Coast Guard. 

(f) Notification of results. A copy of the 
report will be forwarded to the manu-
facturer, and he will be advised if his 
material is approved under this sub-
part. If approved, any stipulations of 
the approval will be specified. This in-
formation will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, and a certificate of ap-
proval will be issued to the manufac-
turer. 

(g) Other laboratories. (1) If the manu-
facturer desires to have the tests con-
ducted at some laboratory other than 
the National Bureau of Standards, this 
information shall be supplied at the 
time of initial contact with the Coast 
Guard. If the proposed laboratory is ac-

ceptable to the Coast Guard, the manu-
facturer will be so advised and any spe-
cial testing requirements together with 
an estimated cost of expenses incurred 
by the National Bureau of Standards 
for their review will be specified at this 
time. Payment will be made as noted 
in paragraph (d)(2) of this section. The 
Coast Guard shall be notified in ad-
vance of the date of the test so that a 
representative may be present. 

(2) The laboratory shall submit four 
copies of a detailed test report to the 
Coast Guard, together with representa-
tive samples of the material being 
taken before and after testing. The test 
report and samples will be examined by 
the National Bureau of Standards for 
compliance with this subpart. The test 
report shall include the information re-
quired by § 164.008–5 together with any 
other pertinent data. 

Subpart 164.009—Noncombustible 
Materials for Merchant Vessels 

SOURCE: CGD 74–129, 41 FR 41701, Sept. 23, 
1976, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 164.009–1 General. 

(a) This subpart contains— 
(1) Procedures for approval of non-

combustible materials used in mer-
chant vessel construction; 

(2) The test and measurements re-
quired for approval of materials; and 

(3) A list of noncombustible mate-
rials for which specific approval under 
this subpart is not required. 

(b) The test and measurements de-
scribed in this subpart are conducted 
by a laboratory designated by the Com-
mandant. The following laboratories 
are so designated: 

Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., 333 
Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 
60062 

Dantest, National Institute for Testing 
and Verification, Amager Boule-
vard 115, DK 2300 Copenhagen S., 
Denmark 

[CGD 74–129, 41 FR 41701, Sept. 23, 1976, as 
amended by CGD 86–035, 54 FR 36316, Sept. 1, 
1989] 
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